Two patients with stage HIB Hodgkin's disease are reported, in whom treatment with cytotoxic and corticosteroid therapy was followed by avascular necrosis of the femoral head.
Introduction
Chemotherapy in patients with generalized malignant lymphoma involves the use of cyclical regimes of drug combinations many of which incorporate intermittent corticosteroid therapy. There have been two reports (Ihde and DeVita, 1975; Sweet et al., 1976) 
Discussion
It is possible that intermittent corticosteroid therapy was responsible for the avascular necrosis in these patients even though both had received other cytotoxic drugs and although the second patient had previously exhibited another bone disorder (HPOA) and did receive standard total nodal irradiation.
Avascular necrosis of the femoral head is a recognized complication of steroid therapy; in general, patients subjected to high dose or prolonged therapy appear to be at greater risk than those receiving small doses but the complication may be seen when total steroid dose, daily dose, and duration of treatment are minimal (Sutton, 1968 
